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ALBANY SAFETY IN NUMBERS CHOIR 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.56 pm]:  I congratulate the Albany Safety in 
Numbers choir on celebrating 10 years as a vibrant and meaningful part of Albany’s musical community.  In 
1996, Theresa Hughes, who is well known for her notable music talents not only as a teacher but also as a fine 
musician in her own right, formed Safety in Numbers.  She had been approached by two women independently 
saying that they would like to sing in a non-threatening, fun environment.  Jane Ruston and sisters Wendy 
Spurgeon and Janet Austin joined Theresa as original members of the choir.  Ten years later there are more than 
40 men and women members, ranging in age from 40 to 80 years.  Although many of the members have very 
limited choral experience, they all enjoy getting together for a good sing.  Safety in Numbers has participated in 
various concerts and festivals around Western Australia, including the Denmark Festival of Voice.  The choir 
also gives pleasure to the Albany Hospice at its annual Christmas concerts.  Innovative events include camps and 
musical treats, and workshops are held for members throughout the year.  The dedicated singers believe that it is 
very rewarding to be a member of a choir in a non-competitive and non-judgmental environment, and it is 
wonderful for their minds and mental health.  I was privileged to attend the tenth anniversary celebrations of the 
choir.  It was a pleasure to watch the women and men of the group singing with absolute joy.  Theresa has done a 
wonderful job of bringing this group together.  I am even considering joining.  Although I think I have a good 
voice, my wife thinks I would be better in Safety in Numbers.  Congratulations to all involved in this wonderful 
community group.  
 


